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Statement of Senator Max Baucus -- Iraq
I rise today to pledge my support for our brave men and
women who are on the front lines protecting America as we
work to eliminate terrorism.
I rise today to pledge my support and belief in America
and all that our country represents: democracy, freedom of
speech and religion, independence of thought.
I rise today to support our leaders and our free and open
elections that allow democracy to thrive.
I also rise today to urge and insist that we rely upon this
same democracy with the United Nations as we face a
potentially impending war against Iraq. The key to democracy
is welcoming, respecting, and taking into account the views of
all parties. And that is what we should be more fully doing in
our relationship with the United Nations. Since our nation's
founding, we have often relied on the strength of our allies.
Now is not the time to turn our back on our friends.
I
There is no debate that the brutal regime of Saddam
Hussein should come to an end. He has a long history of
attacking his own people, employing chemical and biological
weapons, and continually defying the limits set forth by the
UN. The Iraqi people and the global community deserve to be
free from a cruel dictator and the threat to safety that he
represents. The credibility of the United Nations and of
America is on the line. As-! there is no debate that the
brutal regime of Saddam Hussein should come to an end.
But how his regime is ended and what comes next must
be thoroughly debated and understood before the United
States commits itself to a war and lengthy reconstruction
process. There are numerous reports that a war with Iraq will
be an intense 48 hour operation. But what about the 4 9 th
hour? And the 50th? And the 150th?
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If the United States chooses to go it alone in Iraq and
forsake the support of a majority of the United Nations
Security Council, the responsibilities and ramifications will be
overwhelming. And the likelihood of long term success and
stability will be diminished.
If we are successful in our mission to remove Saddam, a
successor will need to be determined. The likelihood of Iraq
becoming a democratic, freedom loving country in our lifetime
is unlikely. Even with the ousting of Hussein, we must be
prepared and accepting of a moderate Arab government
similar to others in the region. We must also be ready to
focus our resources on the stability of the entire Middle East
region and Muslim world.
The cost of rebuilding the country will be enormous, both
in terms of money and manpower. Rebuilding will be from the
most basic level -- ensuring the Iraqi children can obtain clean
water -- to the most complex -- establishing a forum for a free
and open government to thrive. Are we willing to take those
costs solely upon ourselves?
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It's time to face facts. Our country is facing a troubling
economy. Interest rates can't go much lower. A deficit is
Io>mong. Unemployment is growing.
If we continue to disregard the concerns of other Security
Council members and move forward with only a small band of
countries that support immediate military action, the lion's
share of the costs will fall on America's shoulders. Where will
this money come from? How long must our troops be away
from their families? Months? Years? Decades? We must be
fully prepared for this scenario before we move forward.
For example, take a look at Afghanistan. Our troops
have now been there for well over a year without an end in
sight. And while we would like to think that Hamed Karzei
would provide Afghanistan with the democratic stability we
desire in the Middle East, it is clear that we are far from that
goal.
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This is not due to Karzei as a leader, but because the
infrastructure has been destroyed, years of war have left the
country without a sense of rule of law, and tribal factions have
left deep divisions. We would be facing a similar situation in a
post-war Iraq.
And while I unequivocally support removing Hussein from
power, knowing that he is a peril to the region and the world,
we must focus on the potential of increased terrorism that
unilateral war could bring upon our own soil.
Former CIA chief of operations, Vincent Cannistraro, has
said, quote "A war in Iraq would serve as a recruiting ground
for Al Qaeda. In fact, some Al Qaeda people believe that a
U.S. war -- unilaterally particularly, but even if it were
multilateral under the cover of the UN -- would be desirable
for Al Qaeda."
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The outcome of unilateral action for the United States
and the entire Middle East region could be catastrophic.
Every single one of us remembers all too graphically the
events of September 11. Are we truly prepared to relive these
events -- this time without the support of the world
community?
At the same, we will still need to address the nuclear
threat that we are facing from North Korea and Iran. And the
world community will need to stand together as we address
those threats. Our current disengagement with North Korea --
which will only grow if we're at full scale war against Iraq -- will
lead to more overt acts to test our limits. This is a situation
that will require a great deal of resources and world support.
Can we honestly say that the United Nations has fully
exhausted all peaceful means of resolving the conflict? The
beginning steps of the inspections process have achieved
results and must be allowed to move forward.
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I am pleased that the Administration has agreed to
extend UN inspections beyond the March 17 deadline. This is
an opportunity to lay out hard and fast, mutually agreed upon
steps for Hussein to meet-or not meet-in determining his
fate. I was glad to see a draft resolution that contains
definitive steps, such as allowing Iraqi scientists to be
interviewed abroad, destroying banned weapons and
providing documentary evidence of any such destruction in
the past.
This is also an opportunity for the United States to more fully
reach out to our allies. Waiting for a short period of time to in
order secure Security Council support could greatly minimize
pitfalls inherent to the unilateral road.
The threat posed by Saddam Hussein is not one that can
be disregarded. Our concerns are valid. But before full scale
military action occurs, every single one of us here and every
single American deserves to know the risks that unilateral
action involves. The advantages are few and the
consequences are many.
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I urge President Bush to use extreme caution in the
coming days and fully, thoroughly exhaust every option for a
peaceful resolution. There is no doubt that America's military
is the best in the world and that we will be able to accomplish
our goals if military action is required.
But true victory will involve an outcome that avoids the
loss of civilian and military lives, that stabilizes the Middle
East through diplomatic solutions, that allows the United
Nations to retain its integrity and that will strengthen rather
than weaken America's relationship with our allies.
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